Public Power, Private Gain

OVERVIEW

Georgia is one of a handful of states with no reported instances of using eminent domain for private
parties between 1998 and 2002. During that same time, Atlanta especially has seen significant
growth in population and development.74 The State’s success without eminent domain shows that
growth does not require taking property from one person to give it to another. Although Georgia has
refrained from using eminent domain for private use, it has been the victim of it. One county in South
Carolina is condemning property owned by the Georgia Department of Transportation.’> This case is
discussed in the South Carolina section of this report.
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